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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Yoshida 
etal.(EP 1,111,558 A2). 

Regarding claim 1, Yoshida et al teach a gaming machine comprising: a game result 
display means for display a game result thereon (see paragraph [02 92 J "three reels 5a to 5c "); a 
beneficial state generating means for generating a beneficial state for a player when a 
predetermined game result is displayed on the game result display means (see paragraph [312] 
"bonuses, which are called special winning modes are generated when combinations of 
predetermined special game starting symbols are aligned on the winning lines. "); and 
abnormality notification means for notifying abnormality occurrence when abnormality occurs 
(see paragraph [0355] "main control board", [0370] 'The command code is transmitted upon 
detection of an error or upon recovery from an error. ...An error screen matching an error code 
is displayed"). However, Yoshida is silent with regard to an abnormality notification means 
which notifies information concerning with the abnormality in plural times. Although, Yoshida 
lacks in specifically describing an abnormality notification a plural number of times, the ability 
to present an error code message or abnormality notification several times is simply a design 
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choice for a ordinary person skilled in the art and would be a simple matter of design choice to 
be made by a programmer of the machine. 

Regarding claim 2, Yoshida et al. teach a gaming machine wherein the abnormality 
notification means sequentially notifies the information concerning with the abnormality 
according to stages of restoration work from an abnormal state to a normal state {see paragraph 
[0370] "The command code is transmitted upon detection of an error or upon recovery from an 
error). 

Regarding claims 3 and 5, Yoshida teaches a gaming machine wherein the abnormality 
notification means repeatedly notifies the information and that the abnormality notification 
means notifies predetermined information concerning with the abnormality based on a 
predetermined operation {see paragraph [0370]). Yoshida is silent with regard to repeatedly 
notifying or to display information on a predetermined operation, however it is regarded as well 
within the design choices made by a game machine programmer and therefore would be obvious 
to one of routine skill in the art at the time the invention was made. 

Regarding claim 4, Yoshida teaches a gaming machine wherein the abnormality 
notification means changes the information concerning with the abnormality according to 
progress in the restoration work of the abnormality or lapse of a predetermined time {see 
paragraph [0370] "The command code is transmitted upon detection of an error or upon 
recovery from an error"). 

Regarding claim 6, Yoshida teaches a gaming machine that comprises: abnormality 
occurrence history storing means for storing the information concerning the abnormality {see 
paragraph [0327] "RAM"): wherein the abnormality notification means changes a notifying 
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mode of the information based on the information stored in the abnormality occurrences history 
storing means (see paragraph [0370] "Error status data are added to the second byte. The 
command code is transmitted upon detection of error or upon recovery from an error"). 

Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Yoshida et al. 
as applied to claims above, and further in view of Loose et al. (EP 1,260,928 A). 

Regarding claim 7, Yoshida teaches a gaming machine which displays a game result and 
generates means for a beneficial state and an abnormality notification to be displayed on the 
gaming device. However, Yoshida is silent with regard to a gaming machine wherein the game 
result display means is constructed from first display means and second display means which is 
arranged at a more front side than a display area of the first display means when seen from a 
front side of the gaming machine, and wherein the abnormality notification means displays the 
information concerning with the abnormality on the second display means. 

Loose et al, an analogous gaming patent, teaches the implementation of a second display 
device in front of a variably display device in order to produce a superimposed image on the 
reels or to display graphics such as payout values, a pay table, and instructional information (see 
Fig. 2a, 5-6 and the related description thereof). One would be motivated to combine the 
display teachings of Loose with the machine of Yoshida in order to make a visually stimulating 
experience for the player (see paragraph [0004]). Therefore it would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to incorporate the display apparatus 
of Loose with Yoshida in order to create a game machine that had two display means that would 
display abnormality notification information to a user. 

Conclusion 
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The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Tarantino (WO 99/53454) - Casino Game With Combination Display. 
Motegi et al. (US 6,817,946 B2) - Virtual Image and Real Image Superimposed Display 
Device, Image Display Control Method, and Image Display Control Program. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communication from the examiner 
should be direct to Ryan Hsu whose telephone number is (571)-272-7148. The examiner can 
normally be reached on M-F 8:30 AM - 5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Robert P Olszewski can be reached at (571)-272-6788. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 1-866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




RH 



November 8, 2006 
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